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SUB J : AGUNG TO TAKE SECOND WIFE 

1. RELIABLE PRESS SOURCES CONFIRM RUMORS THAT THE KING, KNOWN IN 
MALAY AS THE YANG DI-PERTUAN AGUNG, PLANS TO MARRY AN ATTRAC- 
TIVE MALAY COMMONER, ZUBAIDAH BUNYAMIN. ACCORDING TO ASSOCI- 
ATED PRESS CORRESPONDENT HERE TUN RAZAK HAS ALREADY AGREED TO 
A SEPT 4 WEDDING BUT AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT IS BEING DELAYED 
UNTIL AFTER AUGUST 24 ELECTIONS. CIK BUNYAMIN, A 19 YEAR OLD 
SECRETARIAL STUDENT, APPARENTLY ATTRACTED THE ATTENTION OF 
THE AGUNG WHEN SHE WON A LOCAL BEAUTY CONTEST. THE AGUNG, 

47, ACCEEDED TO THE SULTANATE OF KEDAH IN 1958 UPON THE DEATH 
OF HIS FATHER. HE WAS ELECTED FIFTH AGUNG BY THE CONFERENCE 
OF RULERS IN JULY 1970, TOOK OFFICE IN SEPTEMBER 1970, AND WILL 
FINISH HIS FIVE YEAR TERM IN SEPTEMBER 1975. HE MARRIED 
THE PRESENT QUEEN, A PRINCESS OF NEGRI SEMBILAN AND 
DAUGHTER OF THE FIRST AGUNG IN 1956. THEY HAVE ONE DAUGHTER, 
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2. COMMENT: ISLAMIC LAW PERMITS MUSLIMS TO HAVE UP TO 
FOUR WIVES, THEREFORE THE KING'S ACTION IS IN KEEPING 
WITH THE NATIONAL RELIGION. NON-MALAYS MAY FEEL, HOWEVER, 
THAT THE MARRIAGE TARNISHES THE IMAGE OF THE FIRST OF THE 
AGUNGS TO BE GENERALLY ACCEPTED BY CHINESE AND INDIANS 
BECAUSE OF HIS INTELLIGENCE AND DECENCY. (THE EXISTENCE 
OF A KING WAS CHALLENGED BY OPPOSITION PARTIES IN THE ILL- 
FATED 1969 ELECTIONS.) ON THE OTHER HAND, THE NEED FOR 
A MALE HEIR TO THE THRONE OF KEDAH IS LIKELY TO BE CITED 
AS THE REASON FOR THE MARRIAGE AND THE QUEEN IS REPORTED 
TO HAVE GIVEN HER AGREEMENT, THEREFORE IT IS NOT LIKELY 
TO HAVE A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL IMPACT. 

UNDERHILL 
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